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Commenlary an “Two Umbrelias’

Firoyukt rung out of his house I the pounng raim, clutching two umbrellas. His wie, Shizue, searches for
num desperately, and finds him i the cuslody of the police, soaking wet, without even having opened an
umbreliz "Slop causing other peopie trouble!”, she snaps at him

Whal was the sigmlicance of the two umbrallas he held so hghtly, despite hemg soaked by the rain?

In 2013 the first G8 dementa summil was held 10 the UK. Dementia 1s hecoming a magor 1ssun around the
warld 11 nses before us, like an enormous monster. threatening to enshroud the path belore us in a deep
fog. However, if we look each other 1n the aye, deep in this envetoping g, what we will find are not
monsters, bul living, breathing people. People who struggle 1o survive, buffeted by the confusion and pam
of dementia

Dementia is a disorger of the brain. Understanding the cffects ol tis brain dyslunction 1s extremely
wnportant i understanding the difficulties faced by these who live with demantia. Handiimg demenlia
requires the dedication of farmly members caring for those with dementa, atlention o ther surrounding
environments, such the instailation of assislive care products and the Laloring of living guarters, and
support for those with dementia, and their famiby members, as they struggle through ths deep fog

in June 2013 the Ministey of Health, Labour and Wellara published it basic dementia measure pehey.
antitled "The Future Direclion of Dementia Measures'. It stipulates the creabion of "Early Stage Dementia
Intensive Support Teams®, and indicales that accupational therapists will be iembers of those leams The
Japanese Association of Occupalional Therapists has created a project team which s currenlly working to
gnsure that occupational thesapists will be able to etectively participate in these Early Slage Dementia
Intensive Support Yeams

Occupalianal therapy s a type of realment which may be somewhat difficuil to descrnbe

This is because il consists of working with and prolecling people, providing assistance for their

physical pains, and their imangibie emotional impacts. However, it is the natlure of

oscupaltionat therapy that resuits in s deep and broad-ranging invalvement in supporling

dementia suflerers and Lheir lamilies. We hope that this DYD can provide you vath insight

mio occupalional therapy



